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TASER USE — KEVIN SPRATT INCIDENT 

614. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for Corrective Services: 

My supplementary question is: prior to the ESG officers making their decision, as the minister has just informed 
the chamber, they received a briefing from the police at the lockup. During that briefing — 

The SPEAKER: Member, I need a question. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Yes. During that briefing, did the police—that is the preface to the question—inform the 
ESG officers that the prisoner had, as the minister has described it, been the subject of indefensible and 
outrageous use of force by the police using Tasers less than a week before? Did they warn? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I thank the member for the supplementary question. There were two briefings that the ESG officers received. 
The first was by telephone en route at or about 12.15 pm that day. The second was when they arrived and before 
they started observing the prisoner in the cell through the closed circuit television. I have some very limited 
information with respect — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: Did they warn them of the Taser attack before? 

The SPEAKER: Member! 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I have some very limited information as to what was the content of those briefings. 
Obviously, neither I and my office nor either of my departments are investigative agencies, although I have 
handed it to professional standards. The Corruption and Crime Commission is looking at it. These might be 
questions that it will ask in due course. I have very limited information as to what was the content of the 
briefings. It seems to be that the content of the briefings went directly to Mr Spratt’s behaviour at the time of 
being remanded in custody, on this occasion on 6 September 2008, and his behaviour in the cell on 6 September 
2008. I do not have any information that any further briefings were given or that any information as part of those 
briefings was given as to the previous incidents that occurred on 31 August 2008. Indeed, there might be no 
reason for the officer who was in charge of the East Perth lockup at that stage to know of earlier incidents in any 
event, but I do not have any information as to whether or not that formed part of the briefing. 
 


